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What do you hope to give to the Under 30 Changemakers 

community?  

Community and communication. 

Beyond having a deeply knowledgeable background in marketing, what I bring to the table is thoughtful 

communication that drives powerful thoughts and cohesive communities. 

While I know that that was filled with buzzwords from top to bottom, it’s what I believe and it truly has 

merit.  

For me, in the day to day, I just play my role.  

I show up for meetings, answer phone calls, I take the surveys people post on Facebook and I respond to 

posts. 

Does this change the game? No. But it’s engaged. I give input. I share thoughts.  I collaborate and look to 

learn from others. I try my best to be there. I bring energy and attention to the table. 

I do this, not only because I am curious and enjoy my communities, but because the momentum and 

cohesiveness of a community are like a flywheel, the more of it you have, the faster it builds. 

What I hope to do is play my role and communicate. 

 

Why do you do what you do?* 

I wake up every day because I want to bring to life experiences and technologies that have a global 

impact. 

As early as I can imagine, I have always found my energy from impacting others. Sometimes in altruistic 

ways and sometimes simply from an entertainment perspective. 

Micro impact for me, when I was younger, looked like giving speeches in class, making t-shirts (that 

people wore), and staging public events to generate chatter. 

Thankfully, as I have aged and matured, I find my energy in the type of work that impacts people’s 

emotions. 

 Mentoring friends, changing and motivating them for life.  

 Speaking at a large event, changing the audience and motivating them for life. 

 Building a cool device, that solves a problem and inspires moonshot ideas. 

I am proud to say I’ve broken down the barriers that prevent many people from pursuing their dreams. 

In this realization of what is so possible, I can’t help but find it to be my duty to drive this mentality into 

others. 



Describe a time when you have struggled. What was your 

biggest lesson learned? 

This last year has been pretty tough on me. It’s no cliché story of rags to riches or anything too crazy but 

it has taught me a lot. 

Really, it started one year ago during my hunt for my first full-time job. 

I am a guy with big aspirations, one who puts pen to paper. I put in the work. I have learned of the many 

people who make promises or talk about their dreams but never follow through. 

This has inspired me to never give up and always pursue what I wanted, this, as you can imagine, brings 

with it adversity. 

I started job hunting and held myself to high standards in the job/employer I aimed to join. I started with 

a large funnel of what I wanted and have slowly narrowed it down. 

Along the way, after nearly 250 – 300 job applications I consider myself a few things. 

1. A master of rejection 

2. A master of myself 

Ironically, these rejections made me so much stronger. I started so broadly as I job hunted, looking at 

sales, marketing, event planning and product roles. 

Dream job interview here, dream job interview, there. 

Rejection here, rejection, there. 

The broad beginning and endless rejection forced me to get better. It forced me to know myself, know 

what I wanted and most importantly, get good at something. 

I spent lots of time learning about myself. 

Through this process of being rejected by nearly 300 companies, I have, in pursuit of portraying myself a 

stronger candidate, resultantly built an incredible personal brand for myself, worked on impactful 

projects and met many caring and talented individuals. 

I was lost at the time and thought knowing myself better would make companies want me.  

Really, companies just want someone to solve their problems. 

But in the process I found something better, I found a treasure, and that’s me. By learning about me, I 

made a stronger me, which has had better return on investment than any job could have had. 

Ultimately, what I learned is to know yourself. 

If you’re curious, ask me about me, I know the answer.  

 



What are the top projects or ideas you are most excited 

about right now? 

Well, you definitely cannot answer this question without bringing up my friend, Elon Musk.  

While the technology of AR/VR is pretty incredible, I certainly cannot help but rack my mind back and 

forth without stumbling upon the idea of Mars. 

How exciting. The very thought of a colony on Mars. It is so obtainable and so do-able. 

This would mark the most magnificent advancement in the history of our species and of our planet since 

the beginning of time. My excitement, among thousands of others, is impossible to quantify. 

It is the new world. We will be alive to watch our modern day Christopher Columbus champion space. 

There is revolutionary and then there is this. 

Other projects? Neuroscience and building new cities. 

 

If you were given 1 billion dollars tomorrow what would 

you do with it, and why? 

I think after coming to terms with the bizarre acquisition of this insane amount of currency, I would find 

myself in pursuit for a place of peace. Ideally, this would be in an environment of neutrality, in the 

foothills of California. 

I would bring many moleskins, food, my phone and my computer. 

Firstly, considering my new found liberty of having no financial worries I would allocate all of my time 

towards non-income generating activities such as learning through reading, watching documentaries 

and testing theories/assumptions on life. 

At this point, I would strategize immensely, gauging hypotheticals and what ifs. 

Following this, I would build out an umbrella tree of all the different ways this situation could further 

develop. 

Lastly, using my new insights on life from weeks/months of learning I would begin building something. It 

could be an impactful initiative; it could be research or it just be a VC firm to invest in others to build. 

It’s hard to know exactly what, but the one thing I can confirm is I would use my financial freedom to 

learn and build. 

 

 

 



How do you measure your success? 

In the day to day, I measure success by efficiently managing my time.  

By staying focused on the tasks at hand and championing distractions/decisions that detract from 

moving myself, my team and my projects forward. 

Articulating success is tough. It can be qualitative and quantative. It can be micro and macro. 

I feel accomplished when I stay relatively focused for one entire day, a day where I keep off the 

Facebook and write that one blog I have been waiting to write. 

For many, this is what we deem, “a successful day.” 

However, if one is on their death bed, they will not measure their life on the basis of having stayed off of 

Facebook and instead having wrote lots of blogs. 

It’s measured on the macro level. 

AKA – what did the blog do? What did that blog accomplish? 

For this, I put forth that, whatever that blog accomplishes; that this is indeed how one individual 

measures their success. 

It’s answer the simple question. Whatever outcome you hope to generate from whatever you do day to 

day, this is what inspires and drives us. 

And for me, that’s impact and value. 

When I write that blog, I am looking for that comment; “Wow!! This was so helpful. I read all of your 

stuff, it’s awesome man. Keep up the good work.”  

While the volume of impact and value given is great, it comes down to that one person who drives you. I 

don’t get those comments often, but when I do, it’s all worth it. 

That’s how I measure my success. 

I don’t need money or power to give the world the ideas it needs, as long as I believe that and I am 

pursuing that, I am satisfied and I am successful.  


